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I am an interaction design researcher with a background in sociology. My research primarily concerns the 
human experience of a data-driven life, through diverse, qualitative and idiographic engagement with 
participants. With a particular focus on ‘technologies of memory’, my work explores more complicated 
everyday relationships with technology – particularly data – to open up new design spaces and argue for 
design that is commensurate with existing human practices. I have an excellent record of publishing my 
research – as first author of an HCI journal article and three full CHI papers in the past year.  
 
I relish academic research, and HCI in particular, as a field where a thorough understanding of people and 
society can be brought to bear on the world through design.   
 
Education 
 
PhD, Computer Science                           2013 - present 
Open Lab (formerly Culture Lab), Newcastle University, UK 
 
Design for Remembering a Data-Driven Life 
My thesis brings together extant HCI research on memory and personal informatics to investigate the design 
opportunities and challenges in remembering one’s life through self-tracking data. In this future-focused 
research, I have undertaken two years of intensive qualitative study of participants’ long-term interactions 
with their data. As I conclude my PhD, I am pursuing a Research-through-Design process to materialise this 
‘quantified past’ towards further provocation and dialogue with participants, researchers and practitioners. 
 
Supervisors: David Kirk and Abigail Durrant 
 

MSc Social Media and Interactive Technologies                       2012 - 2013 
University of York, UK 
 
Grade: Masters with Distinction 
Thesis Title: Understanding Users’ Mental Models of Personalisation   

 

ERASMUS Génie Mécanique Developpement                              2009 - 2010 
Insa de Lyon, France 
 
3rd Year ERASMUS exchange at French Engineering School 
 

BEng Mechanical Eng. with International Study                       2007 - 2011 
University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, UK 
 
Grade: First Class Honours 
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Research Projects 
 
A Quantified Wedding (in progress) 

Building on two years of prior fieldwork, in this Research-through-Design project I am designing a 
speculative service to record a wedding, in the mode of the quantified self. However, rather than tools to 
analyse or gain ‘insight’ about the big day, this service questions how and when to design personal 
informatics for remembering. This design fiction will take the form of a wedding magazine and posters, 
advertising a range of speculative quantified products and experiences.  
 
 
ResViz: Politics and Design of Metrics in Academia (2015)                (Full Paper, CHI 2016) 

ResViz is a visualization of funded academic projects and collaboration at Newcastle University. Designed in 
collaboration with university management, ResViz is an example of making workplace metrics public. The 
university hopes that this transparency will both foster new collaboration, and encourage ‘healthy 
competition’ between staff. Following the pilot deployment of ResViz, I led the qualitative work, interviewing 
20 key stakeholders, including senior university managers, administrators and academics. ResViz was 
employed as a critical artefact, to question the broad politics and use of metrics in academic life and 
management. Our findings revealed a range of politics and design issues in making metrics public.  
 
 
Understanding Smart Journaling (2015)                  (Full Paper, CHI 2016) 

Smart journals describe an array of applications to keep an enhanced digital journal of one’s life. They are 
networked; allow the integration of multiple media, including personal informatics data; create contextual 
and searchable metadata for each entry; and crucially, are partially automated in generating and pushing 
journal content. Previously unstudied, these novel digital possessions provide an excellent site to 
understand the sorts of everyday records that are meaningful for people to remember. However, they also 
raise numerous questions about how people manage, blend and curate burgeoning digital possessions and 
personal data. Interviewing long-term traditional diarists, and users of different journaling apps, this study 
revealed numerous practices and motivations for everyday remembering and curation. 
 
 
Metadating: Exploring the Romance and Future of Personal Data (2014 - 15)     (Full Paper, CHI 2016) 

Metadating was a future-focused research and speed-dating event where single participants were invited to 
‘explore the romance of personal data’. Participants created ‘data profiles’ about themselves, and used 
these to ‘date’ other participants. In the rich context of dating, this study investigated data-in-conversation – 
in particular, how data mediates identity. I conceived Metadating, and worked collaboratively with 
colleagues at Culture Lab to design the event. I then led the analysis; this study relied on ethnographic 
methods, a close analysis of participants’ discourse and choices of representation with relation to data. The 
findings deepened understanding of ‘lived informatics’ and proposed new directions for the design of data 
with, rather than data of, people.   
 
 
A Quantified Past (2014)           (Journal Article, Human-Computer Interaction) 

In this first study, I conducted narrative interviews with long-term users of different self-tracking tools; from 
activity monitors to records of music listening habits. I invited participants to talk through their data ‘from the 
start’ and captured rich narratives of participants remembering with data. These informed a 
conceptualisation ‘data-work’ – the rhetorical work required to make meaning from data – and six 
characteristics of a ‘quantified past’ which have been a foundation for much of my work.  
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Publications 
 
Conference Proceedings 

It’s just my history isn’t it?: Understanding Smart Journaling Practices           
Chris Elsden, Abigail C. Durrant, David S. Kirk. 2016. In Proc. CHI 2016 (Forthcoming). ACM. 

Metadating: Exploring the Romance of Personal Data        
Chris Elsden,  Bettina Nissen, Andrew Garbett, David Chatting, David S. Kirk, John Vines. 2016. In Proc. 
CHI 2016 (Forthcoming). ACM. 

ResViz: Politics and Design Issues in Visualizing Academic Metrics         
Chris Elsden, Sebastian Mellor, Patrick Olivier, Pete Wheldon, David S. Kirk, Rob Comber. 2016. In Proc. 
CHI 2016 (Forthcoming). ACM. 

Diri – the actuated helium balloon: a study of autonomous behaviour in interfaces        
Diana Nowacka, Nils Y. Hammerla, Chris Elsden, Thomas Plötz, and David Kirk. 2015.  In Proc. UbiComp 
2015, (pp 349-360). ACM.  

Journal Articles 

A Quantified Past: Toward Design for Remembering with Personal Informatics          
Chris Elsden, David S. Kirk, Abigail C. Durrant.  2015. Human-Computer Interaction 6: 1-40. 
 
Organised Workshops 

Beyond Personal Informatics: Designing for Experiences with Data 
Chris Elsden, Mark Selby, David S. Kirk, Chris Speed. 2015. In Proc. of CHI Extended Abstracts (CHI 
EA’15), (pp 2341-2344). ACM. 
 
Poster Presentations 

A quantified past: remembering with personal informatics  
Chris Elsden and David S. Kirk. 2014. In Proceedings of DIS Companion 2014 (pp. 45-48). ACM. 
 
Invited Talks 
 
Power, Acceleration and Metrics in Academic Life 
Designing and Reflecting on ResViz 
(December 2015, Czech Academy of Sciences, Prague, Czech Republic) 
 
UCLIC Seminar Series 
Fitter, happier, more productive: What to ask of a data-driven life? 
(March 2016, UCLIC, University College London, London, UK) 
 
What Works in Digital Health? 
Understanding the Experience of a Data-Driven Life 
(July 2015, University of Glasgow, UK) 
 
Temporal Design: An Interdisciplinary Workshop 
A Quantified Past? 
(May 2014, Design Informatics, Edinburgh College of Art, Edinburgh, UK) 
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Teaching 
           
Introduction to HCI (Demonstrating)         2013 – present 
3rd Year Computer Science, Newcastle University 
 
I support the teaching and coursework marking in the practical classes for this module, which gives 3rd year 
computer science students their first introduction to HCI. I work closely with students in these practical 
classes, which let them get hands-on with bread and butter HCI methods and user-centred design. 
 
Advanced Interaction Design (Seminars & Guest Lecture)    2013 – present 
3rd Year Computer Science, Newcastle University 
 
With a fellow PhD student, I prepare and lead seminar teaching for this more advanced module. The 
seminars comprise of critical reading and discussion of core papers and concepts in interaction design, to 
support practical design work using Microsoft .NET Gadgeteer, Arduino and Raspberry Pi modules.   
  
Organisation 
 
Beyond Personal Informatics (CHI 2015 Workshop)             May 2015            

I led the organisation of a successful CHI 2015 workshop, in collaboration with Mark Selby and Chris Speed 
of Design Informatics, Edinburgh College of Art. The well-attended workshop received 26 submissions, and 
called for participants to look beyond current paradigms in personal informatics, to consider ‘designing for 
experiences with data’. I was responsible for organising the submission, advertisement, reviewing, planning, 
delivery and dissemination of the workshop.  
 
Facilitated Culture Lab Seminar Series                2013-2015 

For two years I organised weekly ‘lab talks’ from a range of speakers on all topics relating to HCI and 
interaction design.  
 
Reviewing 
 
CHI 2015, 2016 (Papers & Notes) 
Creativity & Cognition 2015 (Papers & Notes) 
TOCHI 
British HCI 2014 (WiP)  
DIS 2014 (WiP) 
 
Research Methods 

 
Ethnography 
Narrative Interviews 
Elite Interviewing 
Design Workshops 
Thematic Analysis 
Interpretive Phenomenological Analysis (IPA) 

Experience-Centred Design 
Research-through-Design 
Cultural Probes 
Ideation Cards 
Design Fiction 
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Skills 
 
Photography 
French (near fluency, B2 level) 
Spanish (conversational) 
Adobe Creative Suite (Illustrator, InDesign, Photoshop) 
 
Personal Interests 
 
Languages; Travel; Photography; Music; Cooking; Debating; Cricket; Football.  
 
 
Referees 
 
Dr. David Kirk (Supervisor) 
Reader in Cultural Computing 
Open Lab 
Newcastle University 
david.kirk@ncl.ac.uk 
 
Prof. Chris Speed 
Chair of Design Informatics 
Centre for Design Informatics, Edinburgh College of Art 
University of Edinburgh 
c.speed@ncl.ac.uk 
 
Dr Abigail Durrant 
Leverhulme Fellow 
Open Lab 
Newcastle University 
abigail.durrant@ncl.ac.uk 
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